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with the result that accident rates, if not absolutely lower than formerly are doubtless much lower than they would now bt had there been no compensation laws enacted.
Our compensation laws must be simplified and strengthened in their administrative features as well as extended in scope if they are to accomplish what we have a right to expect of them. The administration of our compensation laws is now too much taken up with the relatively unimportant business of merely handing out compensation doles to injured workmen. Our industrial boards and coinmissons are doing all too little in the way of preventing accidents and are doing almost nothing in the way of medical, surgical, and hospital treatment to restore injured workers to industry as quickly and completely as possible. This failure on the part of our compensation administration is due to mai:ry causes. The most important cause is lack of understanding by our state legislatures and the consequent paucity of appropriations to enable the boards and commissions to do the work they ought to do in the way of accident prevention and medical, surgical, and restorative treatment.
Accident boards and commissions are made up for the most part of men untrained in the traditions and practices of the legal profession. If hearings before these bodies are to be conducted by cheap lawyers in an atmosphere of tawdry legal profundity, the results arc bound to be disastrous. The foolish, time-consuming questions asked by self-seeking lawyers of equally self-seeking physicians invariably arouse the ire of the layman, untrained and unaccustomed to the intricacies of legal quibbling and the dignity of the "law's delays." As a consequence, an extremely irritated board may be exasperated into doing grave injustice to one or both parties in a case.
The only cure for this serious condition which threatens to break down the effectiveness of compensation legislation is to socialize our workmen's compensation laws. By that I mean the absolute exclusion of casualty insurance companies from the writing of risks under the workmen's compensation laws. The making of private profits out of the misfortunes of the workers is intolerable. It was a costly and inexcusable blunder, to have allowed the casualty companies to make use of the compensation laws for the purpose of exploiting the injured workmen for profit. The way to remedy this blunder is to remedy it. All stock insurance companies should be excluded at. the earliest possible moment from writing workmen's compensation